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only poor human nature could be relied upon to
live up  to   it!    An  ideal,,  properly viewed*   is
something not yet attained, but conceivably at-
tainable; perhaps  Shaw's  idea   (an idea  is   an
ideal that has arrived)   would work as well as,
even better than, the present chaotic fumbling
towards readjustment.    So far, there is not so
much a.plan as a welter.    With existent preju-
dices, the Shaw plan is not likely to be tried*
Meanwhile, we can respect a theory which aims
so high, and has such a conception of humanity*
There are passages in this drama which reveal
Shaw in some of his most effective and character-
istic   phases.     His   sense   of   poetry   is   finely
brought out in the clairvoyant speech of Mrs*
George.   And the argument in the Preface that
woman's political enfranchisement would materi-
ally assist her in the marrieti relation, not only
affords a clear idea of his feeling about suffrage
(fortified later in "Press Cuttings "), but offers
a suggestion to the workers in that cause which
is distinctly valuable.g of prison it* sound*
